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SUMMARY

ventunesimo - artist residency is an opportunity for emerging 
artists to research, build relationships and conceive a new project in 
Occhieppo Inferiore (Biella - ITALY).
Following the three-week residency, the curators of PROGETTOHECATE 
will support the artists from remote to help them develop the project 
until the exhibition, which will happen in September 2022.

This residency aims at supporting contemporary art practices and 
facilitate dialogue and engagement with the local community.

ventunesimo artist residency is a partnership between ventunesimo, 
a research art project born in 2019, and Associazione Turistica Pro Loco 
di Occhieppo Inferiore. The artists will be supported with time, space 
and resources to participate in this residency, with up to five artists 
being selected. Resident artists will be hosted by local families in their 
houses. 

KEY DATES

Submission deadline: June 26th 2021

Shortlisted artists interviews: July 7th - 14th 2021

Artist residency: September 6th - 26th  2021

Exhibition ventunesimo exhibit: September 2022
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1kKBLddTVywfzYkyxwVEMTwx-2V0cAyTG?usp=sharing
https://www.ventunesimo.eu


RESIDENCY

Up to five (5) artists / artist collectives will be selected to participate 
in ventunesimo residency.
The selected artists will be required to be in-residence for three 
consecutive weeks, from September 6th to September 26th. Studio 
space will be available for each participating artist / artist collective 
and accommodations will be provided in local people’s houses.

At the end of the residency, there will be an open studio evening. The 
artists will present the result of the three-week residency to the public, 
showing the creative process, as well as the motivations, difficulties 
and tools behind the work they will have undertook by that point. The 
public will benefit from a first look to the artists’ work in progress, 
approaching their research and modus operandi.

From the end of the residency to the exhibition in September 2022, 
the artists will be supported from remote by the curatorial collective 
PROGETTOHECATE which will help them develop the final work to 
exhibit.

BACKGROUND

This residency programme started in 2019 and takes inspiration 
from the 20 year-long experience of Simposio Internazionale di Arte 
Contemporanea di Occhieppo Inferiore (International Symposium of 
Contemporary Art of Occhieppo Inferiore), founded and organised by 
Associazione Turistica Pro Loco di Occhieppo Inferiore. Throughout the 
past editions, the Symposium has given to around 60 international 
artists the opportunity to foster and develop their artistic practice.
Every year, the invited artists have worked towards the final exhibition 
inspired by the biellese territory, producing a great variety of works.

Occhieppo Inferiore is a small village located just outside Biella, 
hometown of several art institutions, including Cittadellarte - Fondazione 
Pistoletto, one of the most important contemporary art centres in 
Europe. Occhieppo also benefits from a strategic geographical position, 
being situated between Milan and Turin.

On the occasion of the 2019 edition, Associazione Turistica Pro Loco di  
Occhieppo Inferiore, in collaboration with ventunesimo and supported 
by Fondazione Cassa di Risparmio di Biella, organised a renewed three-
week artist residency which ended the following year with the exhibition 
ventunesimo exhibit.

This year, the project will see the collaboration with the curatorial 
collective PROGETTOHECATE.
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CONSIDERATIONS

Following the three-week residency, the fanzine ventunesimo 
issue n° 2 will be produced.
The fanzine will catalog and document, through texts and photographs, 
the creative path undertaken by the resident artists.
The publication will be an attempt to immortalize a fluid and 
contaminated subject, to seemingly pause a path that will continue to 
transform and evolve outside the residency space.
The artists will be asked to submit written notes, drawings and other 
material to a photographic documentation and archiving process.

During the three-week residency, video footage will be produced in 
order to document the development of the project.

BUDGET

The organisation will cover the following costs:

• Board (full coverage)
• Lodging (full coverage)
• Up to 200€ for travel expenses
• Up to 200€ per artist for production materials requested during the 

three-week residency

4



SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

The deadline to submit the applications is Saturday, June 26th, 2021 
by 5:00pm (GMT+2).
Submissions are accepted in electronic form only. Late or incomplete 
submissions will not be accepted, no extensions will be granted. 
This opportunity is open to local, national and international artists of 
all disciplines. Individual artists or artist teams / collectives may apply.

Artists applying for the residency must submit the following information 
in a single PDF file:
 
1. Letter of interest (Max 1 page) 
We would like to hear about your background and relevant experiences, 
along with your expectations regarding the collaboration with a curatorial 
team and the relationship you are interested in developing in a year of 
work. Please include the reasons that lead you to apply to this residency 
program. This  is an opportunity for us to understand your interest at 
this stage, please do not submit a proposal. 

2. Curriculum Vitae (Max 2 pages) 
Include current contact information such as e-mail address, telephone 
number and mailing address. 

3. Portfolio (Max 6 projects) 

Please include all the requested information in a single 
PDF document at a maximum file size of 10MB. 

Complete submission packages can be e-mailed to 
info@ventunesimo.eu

SELECTION PROCES

The selection for ventunesimo artist residency is a two-stage 
evaluation process. 

1.
Applications are evaluated by a selection panel made up of artists / 
arts professionals.

2. 
The jury selects a short-list of applicants who will be interviewed 
by representatives of the selection panel to discuss motivations and 
their artistic practice.

The selected artists will be notified the week beginning July 19th, 
2021.
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